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The Brahmin, who had stepped into the Yadava Sabha (congregation of Yadavas) with a
lamenting heart and the corpse of a young child carried in his arms, wanted to know if some one
could rescue his next child. Many a spectator heaved a sigh and their souls deliquesced as the
artiste portrayed the role of the bereaved Brahmin,the very embodiment of the uncalled-for
afflictions one may encounter with in life. In the denouement, the dancer felt euphoric with an
old lady approaching to meet her, drawing her closer and kissing her with exuberance.

Let's acquaint you with a dancer among us who have had the privilege to get trained in Kerala
Nadanam by her father and beguiles the audience with her idiosyncratic perfomances on stage.

Aswathy Gopan,
State Bank of India,
Wadakkanchery Branch.

Aswathy is the elder one of the two daughters of Shri Kalamandalam Gopakumar, a native of



Kadakkal in Kollam, and Rathi Devi, a surveyor in the Land and Resurvey Division of the Revenue
Department. Her father’s mounting fervent liking for Kathakali made him a student first and
later a teacher at Kalamandalam. He headed the Kathakali department and served as academic
coordinator there.

Although Aswathy had her schooling at St. Theresa's Higher Secondary School, Shoranur, she
joined kalamandalam which proved ameliorative to her burning passion for art. Given her home
sickness, Aswathy returned to St. Theresa's to pursue her education.

Aswathy, who used to partake only in group events initially, started competing in solo events
once she returned from kalamandalam. She started learning dance under the tutelage of
Smt.Kalamandalam Jyothi at the age of four and a half years and started participating in solo
events from the ninth class during which she staged her debut performance also. Although she
learnt music from Kalamandalam Sreedharan Namboodiri, she felt that she should zero in on
any one art and she preferred dance to singing.

Aswathy was fortunate enough to get trained by the best teachers in different dance forms.
Kalamandalam Leelamma was her guru in Mohiniyattam.Vettikattiri Anil trained her in
Kuchupudi.Kalamandalam Sobha and Kalamandalam Krishnapriya trained her in
Bharatanatyam.Although she excelled in most dance forms, Aswathy felt something distinctive
about Kerala Nadanam.

Her guru in Kerala Nadanam was her own father, who learnt the art from Sri Guru Gopinath.
Aswathy, who made her entry into the field of art bestowed with the blessings of her father,
won the third place for Kerala Nadanam in 2006 and first place at the State Youth Festival in
2007.

Her artistic pursuits witnessed kaleidoscopic expansion after joining St. Thomas' College,
Thrissur.

She grabbed the title of ‘Kalathilakam’ at St Thomas College In 2009.She came first in D Zone in
Kuhchipudi.ln 2010, Aswathy won the first prize for Kerala Nadanam, second prize for
Mohiniyattam and second prize for Kerala Dance at the University Youth Festival.

Aswathy joined the bank in 2013 at the Wadakkanchery branch of State Bank of Travancore. She
got transferred to Cheruthuruthy branch in 2015. Aswathy’s life partner Jyotish is an
entrepreneur. They have a four - year - old kid, Dhyan Jyotish.

Her sister, Ms Chandana Gopan,is working with Nair's Hospital, Ernakulam as a clinical
psychologist.

In 2018, Aswathy joined back at the Wadakkanchery branch. She is presently working as a
Senior Associate there.

Aswathy is proud to say that the bank has provided her ample opportunities in materializing her
passions as an artiste. Aswathy perceives it as a blessing of Lord Krishna,to have gotten an
opportunity to perform at ‘Ekadashi’ at Guruvayur Temple in 2015 and 2019. When the bank's
seventieth year celebrations were held in Thrissur, Aswathy performed Kuchupudi and Kerala



Nadanam.

Amongst all other art forms, Aswathy loves Kerala Nadanam the most. She thankfully states that
Talented Banker’s group has given her ample opportunities to showcase her talents in these
days when she can’t perform on stage.

Talented Bankers Community wishes Aswathy all the best in the days to come. May all her
creative endeavours be greeted with smiles and laurels.



